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Grantee Information 

Grant PI    Kimberly Smith, MSW 
Wendy Hensely, MPA 

Grant IDs Infant Safe Sleep 
I’m Thumbody Special 
Gun Safety 

Core Service Maternal and Child Health, 
Trauma and Injury 
Prevention, and Fatality 
Review 

Reporting 
Month 

February 2025 

  Reporting Date March 3, 2025 

Progress and Action Items 

Progress  Status 

Trained 3 new home visitors in Infant Safe Sleep and 
provided refresher training for all existing home visitors (57) 
meeting individually with 11 supervisors and their teams.  

 Complete 

 Provided Infant Safe Sleep training to Franciscan Prenatal 
Assistance new staff. 

 Complete 

Working to establish partnership with Gary Health 
Department to provide similar support for Gary residents. 
GHD has agreed to purchase 150 pack-n-plays.   

 In-Process 

Working to establish similar partnership with the East 
Chicago Health Department 

 Complete 

Partnering with organizations to provide Infant Safe Sleep 
Education at local community baby showers in Merrillville, 
Gary, and Hammond 

 In Progress 

Began initial planning conversations with Griffith PD to 
begin pulling together content for Gun Safety Classes 

 In-Process 

Identifying potential partners to support and promote the 
gun safety work 

 In-Process 

Presented ITS in Hammond, Crown Point, and Schererville  Ongoing 

Upcoming ITS scheduled in Merrillville in May.  Ongoing 
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Comments 
There was a lot of momentum with Infant Safe Sleep education, as we are able to increase our 
community presence now that we have pack-n-plays available. The ISS project specialist focused on 
educating our county’s home visiting workforce to expand the reach of this life-saving information. 
Included in each presentation is local stats and an impactful demonstration of the re-breathe theory 
with Mirro Lab simulation dolls. MHA is also starting to identify partners to support Gun Safety 
Education, hoping to host our first event by the end of next quarter. 
Quantitative Data –  
 

Project KPI Metric Value 

Infant Safe Sleep TRAUMA & 
INJURY 
PREVENTION 

NUMBER OF 
CAREGIVERS 
EDUCATED 

43 

Infant Safe Sleep Maternal Child 
Health 

Number of 
professionals trained 

60 

Infant Safe Sleep Maternal Child 
Health 

Number of pack-n-
plays 

43 

Infant Safe Sleep Maternal Child 
Health 

Number of safe sleep 
sacks provided 

43 

Infant Safe Sleep Maternal Child 
Health 

Percentage of BIPOC 
participants 

63% 

Infant Safe Sleep Trauma Injury 
Prevention 

Percentage of 
participants who are 
low income 

100% 

Infant Safe Sleep Maternal Child 
Health 

Percentage of 
participants reporting 
intent to establish 
safe sleep 
environment 

100% 

I'm Thumbody 
Special 

School Health 
Liaison 

Number of schools 
requesting education 

3 

I’m Thumbody School Health 
Liaison 

Number of 
presentations 
provided 

14 

Gun Safety Trauma Injury 
Prevention 

Number of caregivers 
educated 

N/A 

Gun Safety Trauma Injury 
Prevention 

Number of 
professional 
educated 

N/A 
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Gun Safety Trauma Injury 
Prevention 

Number of firearm 
locks provided 

N/A 

Gun Safety  Trauma Injury 
Prevention 

Percentage of 
participants reporting 
intent to implement 
best practices 

N/A 

 

Qualitative Data – 
▪ ISS participants shared how much the doll helps them to understand why the safest way for 

baby to sleep is alone, on their back, and free from soft bedding. 

▪ Teacher comment regarding ITS delivery at Lincoln Elementary School in Hammond: “For the 
3rd grade class, this was perfect. I have a rough class. They did so well. Everything Mrs. 
Rainwater brings is so positive and engaging. The kids really enjoyed the presentation.” 

Concerns     
None at this time. 
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